ADOPTED 6/10/14

Introduced by Council Member Jones & Co-sponsored by Council  

Members Carter & Redman:
RESOLUTION 2014-374-A
A RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND THANKING GENERAL COUNSEL CINDY LAQUIDARA FOR HER MANY YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE TO THE CITY AND THE CITIZENS OF JACKSONVILLE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Massachusetts native Cindy Laquidara received her bachelor’s degree with honors from the University of Massachusetts at Amherst and earned her law degree with high honors from Boston College Law School where she served as Managing Editor and Articles Editor for the Law Review; and


WHEREAS, Ms. Laquidara served as an Assistant General Counsel for the City of Jacksonville from 1985 to 1987, then entered private practice and became partner with several law firms, eventually becoming senior shareholder in the firm of Laquidara, Edwards, Cohen & Jacobs, P.A. where her practice was concentrated in the areas of commercial litigation, corporate negotiations and government issues; and


WHEREAS, in 1998 Ms. Laquidara returned to the City as Chief Deputy General Counsel, a position she held until July of 2010 when she was appointed and confirmed as the first female General Counsel of the City of Jacksonville; and 


WHEREAS, Cindy Laquidara holds board certification by the Florida Bar Association in city, county and local government law and is widely recognized as one of the top governmental lawyers in Florida, a recognition confirmed by Florida Trend magazine in its designation of her as a Florida Elite Attorney from 2007-2013, and has won numerous awards including the Jacksonville Woman Lawyer of the Year Award in 2005, the Jacksonville Bar Association Lawyer of the Year Award in 2010, and her selection by her peers as Jacksonville Magazine’s Top Legal Professional for 2013; and

WHEREAS, Cindy Laquidara is renowned for her tenacious attitude and her hard work on behalf of her clients, putting in countless hours of work to ensure that every question is answered and every possibility considered before rendering an opinion or taking a case to trial, as a result of which the City receives excellent representation and her clients are uniform in praising the quality of her work on their behalf; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Laquidara has recently announced her departure from the position of General Counsel to resume private law practice; and 


WHEREAS, the City Council will greatly miss Cindy Laquidara’s expertise, loyalty and friendship, and wishes to extend its congratulations and best wishes; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Commendation. The City of Jacksonville hereby commends and thanks General Counsel Cindy Laquidara for her many years of tireless and effective representation of city interests in the office of General Counsel, most recently as the City’s General Counsel, and wishes her many years of health, happiness and success as she leaves the City to take on new challenges in the private sector.


Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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